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promulgated to certify and integrate
non-Federal assets into the System.

(c) After receiving a written request
for renewal of certification, NOAA
shall have up to 90 calendar days to re-
view the request and decide whether to
renew the certification.

(d) Before the 90 calendar days have
elapsed, NOAA may request additional
information, in which case NOAA shall
have up to 30 additional calendar days
after that additional information has
been received by NOAA, above and be-
yond the original 90 calendar days, to
review the request and decide whether
to renew the certification.

(e) NOAA’s decision whether to renew
the certification shall be based on
whether the RICE continues to dem-
onstrate that it satisfies the current
IOOC certification criteria and these
regulations. NOAA’s decision, along
with the reason for its decision, shall
be included in a written notification to
the RICE.

§997.15 Audit and decertification.

(a) NOAA may audit a RICE that it
has certified to ensure compliance with
the IOOC certification criteria and
these regulations. NOAA will notify
the RICE of its intent to conduct an
audit and will coordinate with the
RICE on the audit schedule and proc-
ess.

(b) NOAA may decertify a RICE. In
general, a RICE may be decertified
when:

(1) The results of an audit indicate
that the RICE no longer satisfies the
requirements under which it was cer-
tified; or

(2) Other relevant reasons for decerti-
fication become apparent.

(c) NOAA’s intent to decertify a
RICE, along with the identification of
a specific deficiency(ies) and a rec-
ommended corrective action(s), shall
be included in a written notification to
the RICE. After receiving NOAA’s writ-
ten notification, a RICE shall have up
to 45 calendar days to request in writ-
ing that NOAA reconsider its intent to
decertify the RICE. The RICE’s request
for reconsideration shall contain suffi-
cient information for NOAA to deter-
mine whether to grant the request for
reconsideration. Alternatively, the
RICE may correct the deficiency(ies)

§997.20

identified by NOAA within 45 calendar
days, notify NOAA in writing of the
corrective action(s) taken, and provide
sufficient evidence for NOAA to deter-
mine the correctness and effectiveness
of the corrective action(s) taken.

(d) If a RICE submits to NOAA a
written request for reconsideration or
a written assertion that the identified
deficiency(ies) has been corrected,
NOAA shall have up to 60 calendar days
after receipt of the request or asser-
tion, to review the request for recon-
sideration or the assertion of correc-
tive action. NOAA’s decision, along
with the reason for its decision, shall
be delivered to the applicant via letter
delivered by first class mail and by
electronic means.

(e) Upon decertification, a RICE shall
no longer be incorporated into the Sys-
tem.

(f) A RICE may act voluntarily to
terminate its certification at any time
by notifying NOAA in writing of its de-
sire to do so. Upon receipt of the notifi-
cation by NOAA, the RICE will no
longer be incorporated into the Sys-
tem.

§997.16 Final action.

NOAA’s decision, whether to certify,
renew or decertify a RICE shall be con-
sidered final agency action.

Subpart C—Cerlification and Ap-
plication Requirements for a
RICE

§997.20 General.

(a) For the purposes of these certifi-
cation regulations, when the verb ‘‘de-
scribe” is used it indicates that the
RICE shall give an account in text that
responds to the requirement. This text
shall contain sufficient information to
demonstrate how the RICE satisfies
the certification requirement. The
RICE may include a link(s) to addi-
tional information. When the verb
“document” is used, it indicates that
the RICE shall furnish a document(s)
that responds to the requirement. A
text statement accompanying the doc-
ument(s) will normally be necessary to
provide context for the document(s)
and to demonstrate how the RICE sat-
isfies the certification requirement.
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